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Overview 

In grades 3-4, students in the REACH program participate in activities designed to meet their 
unique academic and socioemotional needs. Students practice analyzing, synthesizing, 
generating original ideas, building their self-awareness, thinking flexibly, imagining, increasing 
their fluency, elaborating, problem solving, developing research skills, and communicating. This 
will be done through collaborative activities as well as independent projects, allowing students 
the opportunity to think creatively, collaborate with peers, set goals, participate in self-directed 
learning experiences, and express their learning through a variety of products and mediums. 

The fourth grade REACH curriculum focuses attention on gaining an understanding of individual 
interests and strengths with a focus on the theory of Multiple Intelligences. Students will 
investigate their own interests, strengths, and challenges and how they can be used to help them 
solve problems, make decisions, and choose careers. This curriculum challenges the students to 
develop innovative ideas, developing problem solving skills needed to turn ideas into viable 
solutions, and utilizing research on a student-driven project The choice unit topics are based on 
art styles and experiences, engineering design process skills, mathematical and linguistic codes 
and ciphers, and scientific theories and enigmas. Students reflect and utilize growth mindset 
concepts as they set goals, self-assess, and problem solve, create, and build with a focus on their 
particular interests and strengths .. 
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Unit Pacing Essential Enduring Content/ Assessment NJSLS CPI/ 
Questions Understandings Skills 

Unit I* 8 weeks How do I acquire It is important to Key Terms: Showing an 2.1.5.EH.3: Identify behaviors that help to deal with 
new accept one's own understanding difficult situations that occur at home. in school, 

Multiple understandings? feelings, Multiple intelligences of strengths and/or in the community and where to go for 
Intelligences capabilities, and and weaknesses assistance. 

& How do my limitations and Self-awareness relating to self 
Self-Awareness interests, demonstrate awareness and 6.1 .5.CivicsCM.3: Identify the types of behaviors 

strengths, and respect and Self-assessment intelligences that promote collaboration and problem solving with 
challenges impact acceptance of through an others who have different perspectives. 
my learning and oneself and Metacognition output of 
career choices? others. written & visual 6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, 

Problem solving representations. fairness, and respect for others can contribute to 
How can I have a Developing and 

individuals feeling accepted. positive influence maintaining Setting goals 
on others? positive social 

relationships and Research skills 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2: Use examples from a variety of 
making a positive sources to describe how certain characteristics can 
contribution to Decision making help individuals collaborate and solve problems (e.g., 
society. open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence). 

Communication 
9.1.2.CAP. l: Make a list of different types of jobs 

Elaboration and describe the skills associated with each job. 

9.2.5.CAP. l: Evaluate personal likes and dislikes and 
identify careers that might be suited to personal likes. 

8.1.2.DA.2: Store, copy, search, retrieve, modify, and 
delete data using a computing device. 

8.1.5.DA. l: Collect, organize, and display data in 
order to highlight relationships or support a claim. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented. 
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Unit II* 14 weeks How do my People Key Terms: Showing an NJSLSA.R 7. Integrate and evaluate content 
Interest Topics interests, communicate in understanding presented in diverse media and formats, including 

strengths, and many different Problem solving and successful visually and quantitatively, as well as in words 
challenges impact ways. use of the 
my learning? Analyzing design process l .2.2.Re7a: Identify, share and describe the 

People generate to; ask, components and messages in media artwork. 
How do my and evaluate a Synthesizing research, plan, 
interests and variety of create, test, and 1.2.5.Crle: Model ideas and plans in an effective 
intelligences alternatives before Generating original ideas improve to direction. 
influence my selecting and complete a task 
choices? implementing a Flexible Thinking with a finalized 3-5-ETS 1-1 Define a simple design problem 

solution to a product. reflecting a need or a want that includes specified 
How can I use the problem. Decision making criteria for success and constraints on materials, 
design process to time, or cost. 
solve problems Engaging in Self-awareness 
and create? appropriate 3-5-ETS 1-2 Generate and compare multiple possible 

challenges can Self-assessment solutions to a problem based on how well each is 
enhance likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the 
knowledge and Metacognition problem. 
skills for current 
and future Research skills 3-5-ETS 1-3 Plan and carry out fair tests in which 
success. variables are controlled and failure points are 

Elaboration considered to identify aspects of a model or 
prototype that can be improved. 

Collaboration 
8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of 

Communication steps. 

8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data 
visualizations. 

8.1.5.DA.5: Propose cause and effect relationships, 
predict outcomes, or communicate ideas using data. 

RI.4.7. Interpret information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively ( e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and explain how the 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented. 
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information contributes to an understanding of the 
text in which it appears. 
RL.4.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. 
practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) stories in the same genre 
(e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their 
approaches to similar themes and topics. 

9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness 
in work 

9.4.5.CT. l: Identify and gather relevant data that will 
aid in the problem-solving process 

Unit III* What do I know, The cycle of Key Terms: Showing a 9.1.8 .. CR.2: Compare various ways to give back 
14 weeks and what do I inquiry applies to successful use through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal 

Passion Project want to know learning about any Self-directed learning ofresearch factors 
more about? topic. skills through 

Self-awareness self-directed W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build 
How do my Learning is an learning to knowledge about a topic. 
interests, ongoing and Self-assessment increase the 
strengths, and lifelong process. knowledge and W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather 
challenges impact Metacognition skills of information from print and digital sources; take brief 
my learning? Everyone can play themselves and notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 

an active role in Research skills others. categories. 
How can my the process of 
knowledge and selecting subject Analyzing 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and 
understanding matter and perspectives 
have an impact on creating projects Evaluation 
others? based on current 9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness 

interests, needs, Synthesizing in work 
and student 
preferred learning Communication 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session 
styles. with individuals with diverse perspectives to expand 

Audience one's thinking about a topic of curiosity 

9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and problem 
solving strategies to different types of problems such 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented. 
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as personal, academic, community, and global. 

9.4.5.TL.5: Collaborate digitally to produce an 
artifact 

9.1.8 .. CR.2: Compare various ways to give back 
through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal 
factors 

3-5-ETSl-2 Generate and compare multiple possible 
solutions to a problem based on how well each is 
likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the 
problem. 

8.1.5.DA.5: Propose cause and effect relationships, 
predict outcomes, or communicate ideas using data. 

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of 
steps. 

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more 
sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 

RI.4.7. Interpret information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively ( e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the 
text in which it appears. 

l.2.5.Pr5b: Exhibit and develop critical and creative 
skills, such as inventing new content and expanding 
conventions, in addressing challenges within and 
through media arts productions. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented. 
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Mundy, Liza. Code Girls: The True Story of the American Woman Who Secretly Broke Codes in 
World War IL 2019. 

*Various resources related to student interest topics 

Unit 3 - Passion Project 
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Wilson, Forrest. Bridges Go from Here to There. Preservation, National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, 1993. 
Javier Builds a Bridge: A Civil Engineering Story. Museum of Science. 2005 
Zvi, Gallit & Krebs Denise. The Genius Hour Guidebook: Fostering Passion, Wonder, and 
Inquiry in the Classroom. Routledge, 2015. 
Kamkwamba, W. & Mealer, B. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of 
Electricity and Hope. l st Harper Perennial ed. 2010. 

*Various resources related to individual student research 
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Webliography 
*additional resources located in the Kl 2 REACH Teachers Team Drive* 

Unit 1 - Multiple Intelligences and Self-Awareness 

Multiple Intelligences - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cf6lqfNTmaM 
8 Intelligences: Theory of Multiple Intelligences Explained- 

https ://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=s2EdujrM 0v A 
Howard Gardner on Multiple Intelligences: 

https :/ /www.youtube:com/watch ?v=iY gO8j ZTFuQ&t= 116s 
Case Studies Presentation: 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/lzTo5Ca39QguFuFIESEOgtMox-6GYTrWDT9 
EQmHI 1 dV g/edit?usp=sharing 

Renzulli Learning Systems - www.renzullilearning.com 
STEM - https://www.youtube.com/watch?time continue=l&v=zgB-Diy8imo 
Brain Pop: Imagination - www.brainpop.com/artsandmusic/artconcepts/imagination 

Unit 2 - Unit 2 - Interest Topics 

All About Marc Chagall Nearpod: https://share.nearpod.com/jLHKcfU7pdb 
Brain Pop: Art Concepts - www.brainpop.com/artsandmusic/artconcepts 
Brain Pop: Cubism - www.brainpop.com/artsandmusic/artconcepts/cubism 
Brain Pop: Surrealism - www.brainpop.com/artsandmusic/artconcepts/surrealism 
Impressionism Landscpaes - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCssf5x 1 w0Q 
Impressionist Art for Beginners and Kids- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHoUArJ51pM 
Understanding the Styles of Art: Fauvism 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4l0geq78B8&t=47s 
Understanding the Styles of Art: 
Pablo Picasso and Cubism- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0ki3R7q7s4 
Cubist Self Portrait- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhP 1 HaPAMt4&t=3s 
How to Draw a Picasso Portrait 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrXmE6XYb Y w&t=354s 

Civil Engineers - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJaRjI7K-Lw 
What Makes a Bridge So Strong?-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVOnRPefcno 
Bridges for Kids Playlist- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o VOnRPefcno&list=PLRnZTaGtkHr3G rVN041 
M6MUF15QKTihR 

Brain Pop - Building Basics, 
www.brainpop.com/technology/scienceandindustry/buildingbasics 

Brain Pop - Bridges, www.brainpop.com/technology/scienceandindustry/bridges 
Brain Pop - Engineering and Technology, www.brainpop.com/technology 
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Brain Pop - Egyptian Pharaohs, 
www. brain pop. com/ social studies/worldhistory / egyptianpharaohs 

Brain Pop - Maya, www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/mayacivilization 
Brain Pop - Mummies, www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhist01y/mummies 
Brain Pop - Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, 

www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/sevenwonders 

Introduction to Secret Codes and Messages Presentation: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1 gEcgt91QlJPFBPz-bZoRjJ3Dmh3JOuDbWq-f 
WnB72 E/edit?usp=sharing 

What are Hieroglyphics: https://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-are-hieroglyphs 
Make Your Own Secret Ink: https://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-are-hieroglyphs 
Invisible Ink: https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGi34lm05ow 
Culper Code Book: 

https://www.mountvemon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/spying-and-es 
pi onage/the-culper-code-book/ 

The Enigma Machine: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faRfab9Yyk8 
Cryptography: The Science of Making and Breaking Codes- 

https ://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=-yFZGF8FHS g&t=63 s 

Renzulli Leaming Systems - www.renzullileaming.com 

*Various resources related to student interest topics 

Unit 3 - Passion Project 

What is Genius Hour?: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkVX55aSAn4 
Amazing Kids Advice on Turning Your Passion Into a Career 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwUPR7avwlA 
Kids In Action: https ://sonyaterborg. wixsite.com/thepassionproject/kids-taking-action 
Caine's Arcade #1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=falFNkdq96U&t=305s 
Caine's Arcade #2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ul9c-4dX4Hk 
Passion Projects & Intro. with Kid President: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4z7 gDsSKUm U&list=PLmP3XS 1 qjbjW qyIKL 7MfEgsuF 
qU7ACVcu 
Kid President Passion Project Talks: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-gQLqv9f4o&list=PLYByVRkRYvGXvfLuaDXKRp4dii4 
JP17G 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIUOdrWl-ts&1ist=PLYByVRkRYvGXvfLuaDXKRp4dii4 
JP] 70 &index=4 
Be a Maker read aloud-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpYPEUJObQO 
Research Skills for Primary Students: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSxcIYoM8YM 
Teaching Students How to Research: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmRakMppVtw 
https ://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teach-Students-How-To-Research-Updated-201 

9-3800375 

*Various resources related to individual student research 
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